
	
  

	
  

Sources Pack for American History Coursework 
 
 
Source 1: Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper, July 18, 1941 
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Source 2: “Falcon Field Is Nearly Ready,” Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper. September 12, 1941. 
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Source 3: “Officers Look for Houses As Field 
Nears Completion,” Mesa Journal-Tribune 
Newspaper. October 3, 1941. 
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Source 4:  Advertisements directed towards RAF in Mesa. Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper. October 3, 
1941. 
 

	
   	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Source 5: “Want British Boy as Guest?”  
 Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper . November 7, 1941.   
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Source 6: “Mesa on Alert” Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper. December 12, 1941.  	
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Source 7:  “Unbounded Confusion May Be Met By Plans” from Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper. 
December 12, 1941. 
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Source 8: “Falcon Field Described in London Paper,” Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper.  March 13, 1942 
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Source 10: “England’s Need,” The Arizona Republic Newspaper. November 14, 1947 .
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Source 12: The Falcon, The Magazine of No. 4 British Flying Training School, Mesa, Arizona by Lt. C. L. 
Tyrber, et al. (published July 29th, 1943). 
 
 

 



	
  

ASU	
  Preparatory	
  Academy	
  History	
  Coursework,	
  Evers	
   10	
  

Source 15: From History of the 3044th United States Army Air Forces Base Unit, Falcon Field, Mesa, Arizona 
by by Captain Marvin R.A. Grant, Army of the United States (originally published September 11th, 1945).  
 
“The need for the training of the Royal Air Force pilots in this country is past, and all of the Royal Air Force personnel 
are gone.  There are many officers and cadets who said they would be back, however, and when they return, those of 
us who have known and worked with them will be glad to see them.” 
 
Source 16: “A Major City Asset” from The Mesa Tribune (published June 10, 1963). 
Relatively few Mesa citizens were aware, until the past weekend, of one of the city's major assets, municipally 
-owned Falcon Field. This piece of City property came into being during World War II days when it was the 
training place for hundreds of British pilots. Through postwar years, it has had a varied history until a few 
years ago when it became the location of what is now Rocket Power, Inc., and Talley Industries, who make 
important contributions toward this nation's air and space projects. 

From the standpoint of an airport, however, Falcon Field, didn't really amount to much until a group of local 
air enthusiasts banded together in the Mesa Aviation Development Association. This group, working in 
cooperation with the city, the Chamber of Commerce, state and federal aviation officials, Rocket Power, who 
holds the aviation operations lease as a part of its industrial lease, and whoever else would listen, has stood 
by until some much needed improvements were pushed through. Completing the job, over the weekend the 
organization and other groups and agencies staged a dedication program and airshow to attract several 
thousand people to the field so that Mesans would have a better idea of what was out there.  Many who had 
not visited the field in some time were amazed at the improvements that have been made and the scope of the 
private aviation operations carried on there.  

With the new improvements, and others in the future, Falcon can become the major private aviation field of 
the entire valley area.  The field is already a major industrial factor in the economy of this area, with several 
hundred persons employed in the various industries already located there.  The people responsible for having 
brought about improvements in the aviation operations are to be congratulated for insuring that Falcon's 
aviation operations will keep pace with its industrial uses. 
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Source 19: The Falcon Field Story: No. 4 BFTS and No. 3044 AAF Base Unit: Mesa Arizona, 1941 to 1945 by 
Larry J. Simmons. (No publication date. Purchased from Commemorative Air Force Museum November, 
2012). 
 

 
 
Source 20: Reference USA, MAG Employer Database, City of Mesa, Phoenix Business Journal, updated 
September 2012. 

Mesa Large Employers 
Company  Mesa-Based Employees 
Banner Health Systems 8,287 
Mesa Public Schools 8,049 
The Boeing Company 4,700 
City of Mesa 3,657 
Maricopa County Community College 1,951 
Gilbert Unified School District 1,230 
West Direct II Inc    800 
Empire Southwest    573 
Mountain Vista Medical Center    530 
Veolia Transportation    504  
SRP    494  
Community Bridges, Inc.    450 
Special Devices Inc.    376  
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Source 21:  http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/PEP/2012/PEPANNRSIP.US 
 

Historical populations 
Census Pop.  %± 

1900 722  — 
1910 1,692  134.3% 
1920 3,036  79.4% 
1930 3,711  22.2% 
1940 7,224  94.7% 
1950 16,790  132.4% 
1960 33,772  101.1% 
1970 63,049  86.7% 
1980 152,404  141.7% 
1990 288,104  89.0% 
2000 396,375  37.6% 
2010 439,041  10.8% 

Est. 2012 452,084 [11] 3.0% 
 
 
Source 22: http://www.homesweethomefront.co.uk/web_pages/hshf_rationing_pg.htm 
Here is a Rations Sample 

An example of an adult’s weekly food ration allowance in 1943 was; 
PICTURE:  A typical weeks rations - could you have survived on this? 

3 pints of milk 
3 1/4Ib - 1Ib meat 

1 egg or 1 packet of dried eggs every 2 months 
3-4 oz cheese 

4 oz bacon and ham 
2 oz tea 

8 oz sugar 
2 oz butter 

2 oz cooking fat 
+ 16 points a month for other rationed foods (usually tinned) subject to availability. 
 
These weekly rations were stretched with the help of un-rationed extras like bread (incidentally not rationed until after the war), 
cereal, potatoes, offal and fruit and vegetables. 
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Source 23: Extracts from the diary of Bill Bishop, Course 14, January 17 to July 23, 1943. 
 
“Monday was a red letter day as we were informed that a fire had taken place in Falcon Field and that damage had 
been done to parachutes, so no work could be done that day.  We moved from the El Portal Hotel to Falcon Field and 
took up residence in one of the blocks.  It was quite comfortable and very pleasant, and camp food was on hand.  The 
breakfasts were fantastic.  There was a choice of about a dozen different cereals, porridge, grapefruit juice, orange 
juice, tomato juice, etc., waffles with honey, treacle or syrup; eggs and bacon, sausages, poached eggs, boiled eggs, 1 
pint of milk (obligatory), tea, coffee, cocoa, toast, muffins, jams, marmalades, etc.  You name it, they had it.  Queuing 
up one morning behind an American cadet (we had about 12 on our course) he turned to me and, in tones of disgust, 
said “same old goddam breakfast.” I thought of the people in Britain.  I forgot to mention such items as bananas, 
apples, oranges, etc.  We were overwhelmed. 
 
The camp had a swimming pool, table tennis room, poolroom, cadets’ lounge – we were very well provided for.   
 
The civilian staff at Falcon Field were marvelous and looked after us very well.  There was discipline but it was not 
overdone and we were ale to concentrate on what we were supposed to be doing, i.e., learning to fly and getting to 
ground school.   
 
I think I spent rather less time in the evenings on studying the various subjects than I should have done; the 
distractions were there.  One evening Margaret came out to the camp and drove us back into Mesa by car where we 
attended a dance at 5th war.  Margaret then returned us to camp… one of the distractions!” 
 
 
“On 22 June I stuck my neck out by taking a ‘failed’ pilot from a subsequent course, on night flying. Part of the 
exercise was a cross-country to Tucson and back, which meant that you took off from Falcon, climbed to 10,000 feet, 
looked south and one could see Tucson, looked north and saw the light of Phoenix.  Not a great navigation exercise.  
However, having arrived back over Phoenix I had to impress the washed-out pilot, by aerobatics over Phoenix.  Loops, 
rolls, etc.  with a marvelous ability to line up the streets of Phoenix North and South and East and West.  I landed, 
hoping that no one had reported me for doing the unforgiveable over Phoenix, and slunk away to the locker room 
with my parachute.   
 
On the night of 23 June I had a quiet cross-country as navigator with Johnny O’Brien as pilot.  On the next night I was 
again on night flying and carried out seven take-offs and the equivalent number of landings, before collecting Johnny 
O’Brien who navigated me around the cross-country.  This was the occasion when Johnny, realizing he had nothing to 
do, decided to bring along various items of food and bottles of coca cola.  He knew that there was no way of passing 
along any of the goodies to me, sitting in the front of the aircraft.  Nevertheless, he had the temerity as well as the 
greed, to ask me to fly carefully, straight and level, while he enjoyed his mid-air food.  I gently enquired whether he 
had the food open and available, the orange peeled and in slices, and the coca cola bottle opened and ready to be 
consumed, to which he answered ‘yes.’  I then proceeded to practice my night slow rolls which somehow coincided 
with the cries of anguish from the back of the airplane.  Johnny was immersed in coca cola, orange peel and the like.  I 
felt straight and level – a happy man.” 
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Source 24: “Keep ‘Em Flying High” Mesa Journal-Tribune Newspaper. November 28, 1941. 

	
  
	
  
	
  
 
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 
 


